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SMALLBURGH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Chambers, 

Stalham. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year 
1953. 

This  is  the  sixth  Report  to  be  presented  since  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  National  Health  Service  (1946)  Act. 

The  major  occurrence  of  the  year  was  the  Flood  Disaster  of 
the  night  of  31st  January — 1st  February,  which  struck  the  east 
coast  of  Great  Britain  with  grievous  consequences  to  many  areas, 
including  the  Smallburgh  Rural  District.  The  details  are  now 
history  but  it  is  necessary  to  record  that  much  agricultural  land 
was  flooded  at  Sea  Palling  and  Ingham,  with  heavy  loss  of  land 
by  erosion  of  soft  cliff  north  of  Eccles,  including  the  washing  away 
of  the  public  highway  at  Walcot. 

153  claims  on  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Flood  Relief  Fund  in  addition 
to  agricultural  claims  were  dealt  with  in  the  Rural  District. 
32  dwellings  were  destroyed  or  rendered  totally  uninhabitable 
with  the  loss  of  7  lives  at  Sea  Palling  where  the  sea  broke  through 
the  sand  dunes. 

Help  from  all  sources  too  numerous  to  mention  individually 
brought  much  relief  to  the  persons  affected.  Immediate  tempo¬ 
rary  repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  dunes  stretch  of  the  coast  by 
the  River  Board,  followed  by  more  permanent  works  later  in  the 
year,  and  on  the  Rural  District  portion  of  the  coast  a  Protection 
Scheme  was  started  for  the  Bacton-Walcot  area. 

It  will  be  noted  under  the  section  dealing  with  Water  Supply 
that  considerable  progress  is  now  being  made  with  the  development 
of  the  mains  water  supply  service  in  the  district. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  your  mid-year  population 
as  18,130,  compared  with  18,170  last  year.  The  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  was  54.  There  was  thus  a  slight  movement  of  people 
out  of  the  area. 
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The  review  of  the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  for  1953  is  very 
satisfactory.  The  crude  Birth  Rate  is  12.85  per  thousand  of  the 
population  and  the  crude  Death  Rate  9.873  per  thousand  of  the 
population.  By  use  of  the  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  the  Birth  Rate  becomes  14.65  and  the  Death 
Rate  7.7.  The  purpose  of  this  factor  is  to  modify  local  rates  to 
those  of  a  population  with  an  age  and  sex  distribution  of  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


Cardio-vascular  disease  accounted  for  50.84%,  and  cancer  in 
all  forms  for  16.76%  of  all  deaths. 

There  was  no  epidemic  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year. 

It  is  again  gratifying  to  record  that  there  were  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  during  the  year.  Immunisation  against  this  disease 
must  not  be  allowed  to  lapse  and  is  now  frequently  combined  with 
immunisation  against  whooping  cough. 


Once  again  there  were  no  deaths  under  the  heading  of 
Maternal  Mortality.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  this  district 
was  21.46  per  thousand  live  births,  compared  with  26.8  for 
England  and  Wales  ;  the  latter  figure  itself  being  a  record  low 
level.  Congratulations  are  again  due  to  the  Health  Visitors, 
Midwives  and  Nurses  for  their  work  in  this  direction. 

A  policy  of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  at  regular 
intervals  a  definite  number  of  houses  requiring  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Housing  Acts  has  been  instituted,  and  in  this  way  it  is 
hoped  to  steadily  diminish  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the 
district.  The  proposals  contained  in  the  Government’s  publica¬ 
tion,  “  Housing — The  Next  Step,”  are  particularly  welcome. 

Smallburgh  Rural  District  is  included  with  North  Walsham 
Urban  District  and  Blofield  and  Flegg  Rural  District  to  form 
No.  1  Area  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  duties  for  which 
the  County  Health  Authority  has  accepted  responsibility.  The 
duties  include  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  Midwifery 
Service,  Health  Visiting  Service,  Home  Nursing  Service,  Ambu¬ 
lance  Service,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Prevention  of 
Illness,  Care  and  After-care,  Domestic  Health  Service  and  Mental 
Health  Service.  Some  of  these  services  along  with  the  School 
Service  in  the  area  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Area  Medical 
Officer,  who  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  three 
County  Districts  comprising  Area  No.  1  referred  to  above. 
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This  is  an  appropriate  place  to  record  that  Mr.  A.  L.  Taunton 
retired  from  the  post  of  Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  30th  September,  1953,  after  27  years  of  service  with  the 
Authority.  A  presentation  was  made  by  the  Chairman,  Sir 
Edward  Preston,  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  in  recognition  of  his 
long  and  faithful  service. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  Health  Committee  for  their  kindness  in  wel¬ 
coming  me  to  the  District.  I  wish  to  thank  also  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  the  Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary'  Inspector  and  other 
Officers  for  their  very  friendly  co-operation  in  the  running  of  the 
Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


31st  August,  1954. 


G.  R.  HOLTBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area — (in  acres)  70,017.  The  administrative  centre  of  the 
area  is  at  Stalham  with  a  surrounding  district  which  is  entirely 
rural  in  character,  with  Agriculture  and  Dairy  Farming  as  the 
main  industry.  The  district  includes  a  large  area  of  the  Broads 
which  is  a  very  popular  summer  resort  with  many  historical 
villages  which  cater  for  the  many  thousands  of  visitors  during  the 
holiday  season. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the 
population  for  the  mid-year  1953  as  18,130,  giving  a  population 
density  of  .25  per  acre. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.  According  to  the  Rate 
Book,  the  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  District  is  6,531,  the 
Rateable  Value  being  £73,775.  The  sum  represented  by  a  Penny 
Rate  is  £279  15s.  3d. 

In  general,  due  to  its  situation  on  the  East  Coast  the  area 
enjoys  a  typical  East  Coast  climate  with  on  the  average  a  long 
fairly  dry  summer  with  plenty  of  sunshine  and  cool  sea  breezes. 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  acres  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  70,017 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  mid-June  estimate)  . .  18,130 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1953)  according  to  Ratebook  6,531 
Rateable  Value  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  £73,775 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  £279  15s.  3d. 


Rate 

Rate 

Total 

Male 

Female 

per 

England 

Live  Births — 

Thousand 

&■  Wales 

Legitimate 

..  220 

107 

US') 

>  12.85 

15.5 

Illegitimate 

. .  13 

7 

6J 

233 

114 

119 

Still  Births— 

=== 

= 

= 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

31 

!>  0.33 

0.35 

Illegitimate 

.  .  “ 

— 

-J 

6 

3 

3 

Deaths  (all  causes)  . . 

..  179 

9.873 

11.4 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate  per 

Rate 

Thousand 

England 

Infant  Mortality — 

Live  Births 

&-  Wales 

Legitimate 

5 

5 

j>  21.46 

26.8 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

5  5 


Deaths  from  Special  Diseases — 

Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 
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Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death  Rate 
and  Case  Rates  of  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1953. 


England 

Smallburgh 

&■  Wales 

R.D.C. 

Rates  per  1,000  population 

Births — 

Live 

15.5 

12.85 

r  0.35 

0.33 

Still 

\  22.4(a) 

25.1(a) 

Deaths — 

All  causes 

11.4 

9.874 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.055 

Influenza 

0. 16 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

polioencephalitis) 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.55 

0.33 

Notifications  (corrected) — 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

1 .39 

1 .49 

Whooping  Cough 

3.58 

4.62 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.17 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  . . 

12.36 

2.94 

Pneumonia 

0.84 

1.54 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

polioencephalitis) — ■ 

Paralytic 

0.07 

0.055 

Non-paralytic 

0.04 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning 

0.24 

0.17 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

18.23(a) 

8.38 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

26.8(6) 

21 .46(6) 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

(under  2  years  of  age) 

1.1 

0.00 

(а)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(б)  Per  1,000  related  Live  Births. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


International  List  No.  and  causes 

England 
(S-  Wales 

Smallburgh 

R.D.C. 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

A115 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  the 
puerperium 

0.10 

0.00 

A116 

Abortion  with  toxaemia 

0.01 

0.00 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  and  the 
puerperium 

0.24 

0.00 

At  17 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth 

0.13 

0.00 

A118 

Abortion  without  mention  of  sepsis  or 
toxaemia 

0.04 

0.00 

A119 

Abortion  with  sepsis 

0.06 

0.00 

A120 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  child¬ 
birth  and  the  puerperium 

0.18 

0.00 

Individual  Causes  of  Death. 


Tuberculosis — respiratory 
Tuberculosis — other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasms  of  stomach  .  . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease — angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 


Male 

1 

1 


1 

2 

2 


5 

1 

17 

8 

2 

13 

4 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 


Female 


1 

3 

5 
1 

11 

2 

13 

12 

16 

6 

2 

2 

1 
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Individual  Causes  of  Death— 

-continued 

Male 

Female 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

8 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

— 

Congenital  malformation 

1 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

All  other  accidents  . . 

7 

5 

Suicide 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

— 

- 

All  causes 

94 

85 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Causes  of  Death 

Under 

1  week 

1-2 

wks. 

2-3 

wks. 

3-4 

wks. 

Total 

under 

1  month 

1-3 

mth. 

3-6 

mth. 

6-9 

mth. 

9-12 

mth. 

Grand 

Total 

under 

1  year 

Drowning  . 

1 

1 

Congenital 

Malformation 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  for  1953  and  previous  Years. 
Comparative  Table  with  England  and  Wales  for  past  10  years. 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Live  Births 

England 

Smallburgh 

England 

Smallburgh 

England 

Smallburgh 

<5-  Wales 

R.D.C. 

&■  Wales 

R.D.C. 

&-  Wales 

R.D.C. 

1944 

1945 

16.1 

Not 

19.51 

available 

11.4 

13.16 

46.0 

46.9 

1946 

19.1 

18.99 

11.5 

12.83 

43.0 

36.4 

1947 

20.5 

21 .45 

12.0 

12.41 

41.0 

31 .3 

1948 

17.9 

16.8 

10.8 

11.26 

34.0 

35.0 

1949 

16.7 

17.9 

11.7 

14.56 

32.0 

39.7 

1950 

15.8 

15.2 

11.6 

12.88 

29.8 

15.4 

1951 

15.5 

15.1 

12.5 

12.8 

29.4 

32.1 

1952 

15.3 

13.92 

11.3 

10.73 

27.6 

55.3* 

1953 

15.5 

12.85 

11.4 

9.87 

26.8 

21 .46 

*  Exactly  half  of  this  figure  was  due  to  Prematurity. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH 
SERVICES. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Local  Health  Services  under  Part  III. 

Care  of  Expectant  Mothers,  Nursing  Mothers  and  Young 
Children  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  of  Norfolk  as  also 
are  the  domiciliary  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nursing 
Services.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  two  Health  Visitors  and 
ten  District  Nurses  with  Centres  established  at  the  following 
places  : — 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Catfield 

Village  Hall  . . 

3rd  Thursday  each  month. 

Felmingham  . . 

Village  Hall  .. 

2nd  Tuesday 
(from  14/4/53) 

> ) 

Hickling 

Village  Hall  . . 

1st  Wednesday  ,, 

t  i 

Honing 

Parish  Hall 

2nd  Monday  ,, 

y  y 

Horning 

Village  Hall  . . 

3rd  Monday  ,, 

y  y 

Neatishead 

Victory  Hall  .  . 

Last  Monday  ,, 

yy 

Scottow 

Village  Hall  . . 

1st  Tuesday  ,, 

y  y 

Stalham 

Church  Room 

3rd  Wednesday ,, 

y  y 

Worstead 

Village  Hall  .. 

1st  Friday  ,, 

y  y 

Voluntary  Weighing  Centres. 

Bacton 

The  Hall 

2nd  Friday  ,, 

y  y 

East  Ruston  . . 

The  Hall 

2nd  Thursday  ,, 

y  y 

Happisburgh  .  . 

The  Hall 

2nd  Tuesday  ,, 

y  y 

Scottow  . . 

R.A.F.,  . 
Coltishall 

1st  Monday 

y  y 

A  Doctor  attends  all  Clinics  where  there  is  an  attendance  of 
25  or  over. 


Other  Treatment  Centres. 

A  Centre  is  established  at  Stalham  Secondary  Modern  School 
for  : — 

Dental  Clinic  . .  . .  2  Sessions  weekly. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  2  ,,  monthly. 

Speech  Clinic  . .  . .  1  ,,  weekly. 
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General  Welfare. 

A  Welfare  Officer  with  established  offices  at  North  Walsham 
and  Stalham  maintains  contact  with  the  general  public  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

Local  village  Old  Folk’s  Welfare  Committees  have  organised 
Old  People’s  Clubs  at  Potter  Heigham,  Hickling,  Bacton,  Worstead, 
Swanton  Abbot,  Stalham,  Felmingham,  Sea  Palling,  Ludham, 
Hoveton,  Smallburgh  and  Dilham  and  these  prove  a  useful 
medium  by  which  the  Welfare  Officer  can  maintain  contact  with 
the  aged  residents  of  the  village.  The  Welfare  Officer  is  anxious 
to  see  an  Old  Folk’s  Club  established  in  every  village  and  he  will 
be  only  too  pleased  to  give  assistance  in  the  formation  of  new 
Clubs. 

During  the  year  contact  has  been  regularly  maintained  with 
the  Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council  Officers  and  especially  with 
the  Clerk,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Rent  Collector.  On  a 
number  of  occasions,  by  working  together,  it  has  been  possible  to 
effect  very  satisfactory  results.  No  cases  of  evicted  families  have 
had  to  be  admitted  to  County  Homes  during  the  year. 

The  average  number  of  cases  assisted  each  week  under  the 
Norfolk  County  Council’s  Home  Help  Scheme  was  12  and  many 
more  cases  have  been  helped  with  domestic  assistance  by  obtaining 
allowances  from  the  National  Assistance  Board.  The  number  of 
persons  admitted  to  Chronic  Sick  Hospitals  and  County  Homes 
was  35.  A  great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  in  the  sphere  of 
Mental  Health  and  Mental  Deficiency  and  especially  in  the  matter 
of  after-care  visits  to  patients  discharged  from  Mental  Hospitals. 

Ambulance  Service. 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
and  British  Red  Cross  Society  as  Agents  of  the  County  Council. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

This  service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Health 
Authority  and  is  carried  out  by  General  Practitioners  and  by 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Facilities  for  Laboratory  investigation  are  to  be  had  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich,  who  are 
the  suppliers  of  lymph  for  vaccination. 

National  Assistance  (1948)  Act,  Section  47.  (Removal  to 

suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention). 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
Water  Supply. 

The  greater  part  of  the  population  of  the  district  still  takes 
its  water  supply  from  private  shallow  wells  and  bores  and  this 
position  does  give  cause  for  concern  when  the  results  of  the  water 
sampling  carried  out  during  the  year  are  taken  into  consideration. 
109  samples  of  water  were  taken  with  the  following  results  : — 


Number  taken 


Good  Bad 

4  1 

40  64 


Public  Analyst  Reports 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Reports 


5 

104 


The  position  at  Sea  Palling,  Bacton  and  Walcot  depreciated 
due  to  the  floods,  and  in  addition  to  many  sources  of  supply 
found  bacteriologically  unsafe,  contamination  by  sea  water  was 
heavy  and  of  26  samples  taken  13  were  found  to  contain  salt  in 
such  high  proportions  as  to  render  the  water  unpalatable.  21  wells 
were  pumped  out  and  cleansed  following  the  floods  in  an  attempt 
to  remedy  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  these  coastal  parishes. 
Carting  of  water  by  tanker  from  Stalham  continued  throughout 
the  period  from  February  to  August. 

Immediate  action  by  the  Council,  with  the  co-operation  by  all 
other  parties  concerned,  resulted  in  a  main  laying  scheme  for  Sea 
Palling,  Waxham,  Ingham  and  Sutton  being  started  in  August, 
with  the  first  connection  to  the  new  main  made  in  December. 
This  part  of  the  Area  Scheme  carried  out  in  advance  of  programme 
and  served  for  the  time  being  from  the  Ludham  bore,  will  bring  a 
safe  supply  to  the  coastal  parish  of  Sea  Palling  where  heavy 
summer  time  influx  of  visitors  has  always  given  cause  for  concern. 

The  other  coastal  and  Broads  parishes  where  the  summer 
time  population  is  high  and  not  yet  served  by  mains  water  supply, 
are  probable  sources  of  epidemics  should  water  borne  organisms 
be  introduced,  and  it  is  therefore  gratifying  that  the  three  Area 
Water  Supply  Schemes  for  the  district  are  progressing  towards 
fruition.  The  East  Ruston  bore  sunk  to  provide  a  supply  for  the 
northern  and  eastern  parishes,  on  test  gave  satisfactory  evidence 
of  an  adequate  and  wholesome  supply. 

The  Ludham  bore,  although  only  operating  on  a  temporary 
basis,  pending  development  of  the  Area  B  Scheme  in  conjunction 
with  the  Blofield  and  Flegg  Rural  District  Council,  has  proved 
satisfactory  and  is  at  present  serving  the  villages  of  Catfield, 
Sutton,  Ingham,  Hickling,  Sea  Palling,  Waxham  and  Stalham, 
with  the  bore  at  Stalham  on  a  care  and  maintenance  basis. 
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Hoverton  and  Horning  obtain  their  supplies  from  the  mains 
of  the  City  of  Norwich,  and  the  information  given  below  in  respect 
of  these  parishes  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  City  of  Norwich 
Waterworks  Engineer  and  Manager. 

It  should  be  noted  in  considering  the  following  figures,  which 
also  relate  to  the  area  of*  supply  controlled  by  the  Smallburgh 
Council,  that  many  of  the  properties  given  in  the  total  lie  away 
from  the  route  of  the  main  and  in  consequence  cannot  be  served 
by  mains  water. 

At  the  31st  December,  1953,  there  were  approximately 
21  miles  of  water  main  in  the  Rural  District,  8J  miles  being  in  the 
Norwich  Statutory  Area  and  12£  miles  in  the  area  supplied  from 
Rural  District  sources. 


Horning 

Hoveton 

Stalham 

Sutton 

Hickling 

Catfield 

No.  of  houses 

333 

505 

430 

161 

280 

210 

Estimated 
population  . . 

966 

1,480 

1,260 

472 

820 

615 

No.  of  houses  with 
direct  supply 

124 

287 

393 

48 

155 

63 

No.  of  people  served 

363 

841 

1,151 

141 

454 

185 

No.  of  houses  served 
by  standpipes 

22 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  people  served 

63 

— 

61 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  metered 
supplies 

16 

23 

34 

13 

17 

16 

No.  of  schools 
supplied 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Sewerage. 

There  is  only  one  parish  in  the  Rural  District  with  a  village 
scheme,  and  this  is  Stalham,  where  the  majority  of  the  properties 
in  the  parish  are  connected  to  the  sewers.  The  system  comprises 
approximately  5i  miles  of  collecting  sewers,  pumping  mains  and 
effluent  sewer,  with  104  manholes  and  two  pumping  stations. 
Over  1  mile  of  the  collecting  sewer  is  laid  in  spun  iron  pipe,  due  to 
the  water-logged  nature  of  the  ground.  Treatment  is  by  upward 
flow  settlement  tanks  with  filter  beds,  at  a  works  situated  to  the 
west  of  the  village  with  the  effluent  sewer  discharging  to  the  River 
Ant.  In  addition  to  this  one  parish  scheme  there  are  17  sewage 


13 


plants  serving  Council  housing  estates,  the  largest  being  Ludham, 
which  was  formerly  an  Air  Ministry  Works,  and  now  receives 
sewage  from  estates  at  Ludham  and  Catfield.  This  works  is 
capable  of  taking  the  sewage  from  the  whole  of  these  two  villages 
and  in  the  case  of  Ludham  the  present  ejector  station  has  been 
positioned  so  that  a  village  scheme  can  be  easily  connected  thereto 
at  a  later  date. 

Hoveton  and  Horning  in  addition  to  Ludham  and  certain  of 
the  coastal  parishes,  in  particular  by  reason  of  the  summer  visitors, 
require  sewerage,  and  although  the  possibility  of  contaminated 
water  supplies  will  be  eliminated  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  laying 
of  the  mains  water  supply  schemes,  the  disposal  of  sewage  will  be 
aggravated  by  the  greater  use  of  the  piped  supply  when  it  is 
brought  to  the  houses. 

The  Hoveton  Scheme  mentioned  in  previous  reports  has  not 
yet  been  prepared  in  an  acceptable  form. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

A  Refuse  Scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  district  replaced  the 
Five  Parish  Scheme  in  April,  and  the  services  now  given  are  twice 
weekly  collections  of  nightsoil  and  once  weekly  collections  of  house 
refuse  from  the  parishes  of  Stalham,  Hoveton,  Horning,  Ludham 
and  Potter  Heigham,  and  fortnightly  collections  of  house  refuse 
from  the  remainder  of  the  district.  Cesspool  emptying  is  also 
carried  out  and  in  the  five  parishes  mentioned  above  two  loads  per 
cesspool  are  removed  in  each  year  without  charge.  For  additional 
loads  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  district,  a  charge  of  £1  10s.  Od. 
per  load  is  made.  In  1953,  775,800  gallons  of  cesspool  liquid  was 
removed,  and  it  is  known  that  this  gallonage  will  increase  year  by 
year  as  mains  water  supply  extends  and  until  new  sewerage 
schemes  come  into  operation. 


The  following  information  may  be  of  interest  : — 


No.  of 
Cesspools 
Emptied 

No.  of 
Loads 
Removed 

No.  of 
Loads 
Chargeable 

Private  . . 

385  (354) 

567  (558) 

327  (334) 

Council  . . 

161  (115) 

726  (531) 

672  (498) 

Total  . . 

546 

1,293 

999 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1952. 


14 


The  problem  of  the  depositing  of  refuse  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers  and  Broads  was  overcome  in  part  by  the  stationing  of 
refuse  bins  at  heavily  frequented  mooring  points  during  the 
summer  months  and  special  collections  made  from  them  during 
and  outside  the  normal  collection  schemes. 

6,761  gallons  of  petrol  were  used  by  the  Council’s  vehicles  in 
travelling  55,428  miles  during  the  year  in  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  all  types  of  refuse. 

The  vehicles  in  use  at  the  end  of  1953  were  : — 

2,  700  gallon  cesspool  emptiers  with  nightsoil  attachments. 

2,  7  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

5,  10  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

1,  10  cubic  yard  refuse  trailer. 

3,  Night  soil  trailers. 

Sixteen  men  were  employed  on  the  Scavenging  Scheme,  and 
tips  at  Sutton,  Hoveton,  Worstead  and  Ludham  were  used  for 
the  disposal  of  house  refuse.  The  two  former  tips  were  hired  and 
exclusive  use  of  one  by  the  Council  was  not  possible.  This, 
together  with  the  unauthorised  access  by  other  persons,  did  not 
allow  adequate  control  and  many  tip  fires  occurred  during  the 
year.  To  overcome  these  difficulties  the  purchase  of  a  tractor  was 
authorised  late  in  the  year,  and  a  further  modification  of  the 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Scheme  with  complete  control  of 
the  tips  agreed  for  1954/55. 

More  difficulty  was  again  experienced  with  the  disposal  of 
nightsoil  and  cesspool  liquid,  particularly  in  late  winter  and  spring 
and  frequently  long  hauls  to  disposal  points  were  necessary. 
Fortunately  two  farmers  co-operated  very  well  during  the  whole 
year  and  received  into  straw  lagoons  large  quantities  of  this  liquid. 

The  new  Depot  in  Lower  Staithe  Road,  Stalham,  was  com¬ 
menced  during  the  year.  When  ready  for  use  it  will  provide 
adequate  garaging  space,  cloakroom  accommodation,  washing 
down  facilities  and  bulk  storage  for  petrol  and  oil.  This  bulk 
purchase  and  storage  will  eventually  lead  to  a  substantial  annual 
saving  of  expenditure. 

Complaints  and  Nuisances. 

During  the  year  41  justifiable  complaints  were  received  and 
investigated,  and  in  only  one  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take 
formal  action  to  secure  abatement  of  the  trouble.  All  other 
complaints  were  overcome  by  informal  action. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

One  full-time  properly  trained  Rodent  Operative  is  employed 
by  the  Council  to  carry  out  rodent  control  in  all  parts  of  the 
district.  He  provides  a  small  car  for  which  a  travelling  allowance 
is  paid.  Up-to-date  methods  are  used  as  advised  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  the  poisons  used  during  the  year 
were  Warfarin,  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenic,  with  pre-baits  of 
sausage  rusk  and  sugar. 

Dwelling-houses,  shops,  factories  and  occasional  small¬ 
holdings  by  complaint  or  routine  inspection  were  dealt  with  in 
addition  to  regular  and  frequent  visits  to  the  refuse  tips  and 
sewage  works. 


The  particulars  of  the  year’s  work  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  properties  inspected  during  the  year. .  1,333 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  . .  771 

Total  number  of  pre-baits  laid  .  .  .  .  . .  14,450 

Total  number  of  poison  baits  laid  .  .  . .  . .  5,980 

Number  of  dead  rats  found  and  destroyed  . .  2,299 

Number  of  dead  mice  found  and  destroyed  . .  549 


Payments  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
services  of  the  operative  at  business  properties  £8  7  6 

THE  CONTROL  OF  CAMPING  AND  OF  MOVEABLE 

DWELLINGS. 

The  nature  of  the  district  comprising  as  it  does  much  of 
Broadland  with  a  long  coast  line  in  easy  reach  of  Norwich  and  the 
Midlands,  is  ideal  and  attractive  to  the  camper  and  caravanner. 
The  increase  in  the  popularity  of  this  form  of  holiday  is  shown  by 
the  increased  issue  of  licences  for  sites  and  moveable  dwellings,  but 
this  in  itself  does  not  give  a  proper  picture  of  the  position,  for 
there  are  many  itinerant  campers  and  short  period  and  club  sites, 
which  are  not  licensable. 

All  licensed  sites  are  closely  regulated  and  little  trouble  or 
nuisance  was  experienced  during  1953,  but  there  are  many  shacks 
on  the  coast  and  Broads  which,  although  strictly  not  within  the 
category  of  moveable  dwellings,  are  let  throughout  the  summer 
without  adequate  and  satisfactory  amenities  from  the  sanitary 
point  of  view.  It  will,  I  feel,  be  necessary  to  deal  with  many  of 
these  shacks  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  before  long. 

The  number  of  licensed  camps  and  moveable  dwellings  is  as 
follows  : — 

Number  of  Camping  Sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Number  of  Moveable  Dwellings  . .  . .  . .  30 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936. 

A  drive  to  secure  complete  compliance  with  the  Council’s 
requirements  under  the  above  Acts  was  commenced  late  in  1953, 
and  many  amendments  and  improvements  to  petrol  installations 
thereby  secured,  which  will  give  more  adequate  safeguard  to  the 
users.  The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  was  122  in 
respect  of  78,021  gallons  of  spirit,  for  which  £73  15s.  Od.  was 
received  in  licence  fees. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  condition  of  many  of  the  smaller  houses  in  the  district 
continued  to  deteriorate  during  the  year,  and  it  was  therefore 
encouraging  when  the  Government  in  November  issued  “  Housing 
— The  Next  Step,”  which  outlined  proposals  for  dealing  by  present 
and  future  legislation  with  the  housing  problem  as  part  of  a  single 
comprehensive  plan. 

Many  houses  are  past  repair  and  are  incapable  of  being 
brought  up  to  satisfactory  condition  at  reasonable  expense,  but 
there  are  many  more  in  which  decay  can  be  arrested  and  improve¬ 
ments  carried  out  to  bring  them  up  to  a  reasonable  standard. 
Owners  are  therefore  to  be  encouraged  to  improve  properties  by 
more  full  use  of  the  1949  Act  provisions,  giving  grants  for  improve¬ 
ments  for  which  rent  increases  are  allowable  for  the  part  of  the 
cost  of  the  improvement  work  borne  by  the  owners.  Rent 
increases  will  also  be  allowed  for  properties  kept  in  good  repair. 

Full  use  and  acceptance  of  these  proposals  would,  in  this 
district,  result  in  the  retention  of  many  houses  for  a  good  many 
more  years  useful  life,  and  thus  prevent  action  for  demolition  and 
the  resultant  heavy  expenditure  on  the  erection  of  replacement 
houses,  the  majority  of  which  would  no  doubt  be  Council  owned 
properties.  The  proposals  for  delayed  demolition  and  taking 
over  of  properties  for  re-development  by  the  Council  will  not  apply 
in  this  district. 

The  Housing  Survey  commenced  in  1947,  while  providing 
much  useful  information,  has  only  in  the  main  classified  a  great 
many  dwellings  into  categories  upon  which  action  cannot  be  taken 
without  re-inspection,  as  the  details  and  classifications  are  in  many 
instances  now  out  of  date.  In  the  future  the  worst  properties 
will  be  dealt  with  first  in  complete  detail,  and  a  steady  programme 
of  representation  month  by  month  is  being  carried  out  in  anti¬ 
cipation  of  the  Government’s  proposals  fora  Clearance  Programme. 
Of  the  335  Category  V.  dwellings  so  far  found,  162  have  been  dealt 
with  by  way  of  Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings. 
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Housing  Survey  Particulars. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  Rural  District  . .  6,531 
Number  Inspected  and  Classified  to  date  . .  . .  2,334 

Classification  of  inspected  dwellings  : — 

(a)  Category  I  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  134 

(b)  Category  II  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,337 

( c )  Category  III  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  148 

(d)  Category  IV  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  380 

\e)  Category  V  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  335 


Total  . .  . .  2,334 


Summary  of  action  under  Public  Health  Acts  and 

Housing  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(1)  By  the  Owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(2)  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  . .  6 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders. 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 

informal  procedure  under  Section  11..  . .  4 

Number  of  persons  displaced  . .  . .  . .  6 

( b )  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  the  owner  under  Section  11  and  still 

in  force  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  persons  displaced  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(c)  Undertakings  accepted  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(d)  Orders  for  Demolition  made  . .  . .  . .  3 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3  (1)  . .  Nil. 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 

Orders  substituted  under  Section  3  (2)  . .  Nil. 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 

1953. 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  . .  1 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council. 

(a)  Permanent  Houses. 

1919  Assisted  Scheme  ..  ..  ..  ..  48 

1923  Acts .  6 

1924  Acts .  412 

1931  (Rural  Authorities)  Act  . .  . .  . .  28 

Slum  Clearance  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

1936  Act  (Overcrowding)  . .  . .  . .  34 

1938  Act  (Overcrowding  and  Slum  Clearance)  3 

(Accommodation  of  members  of  aggre¬ 
gate  population)  . .  . .  . .  19 

Not  subsidised  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83 

1946  Act  (a)  Permanent  . .  . .  . .  482 

(b)  Aluminium  Bungalows  . .  . .  50 


1,223 


Of  the  above,  106  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 


Felmingham  ..  12 

Sea  Palling 

16 

Hickling  . .  . .  8 

Skeyton 

4 

Hoveton  . .  . .  14 

Sloley 

8 

Ingham  . .  . .  4 

Stalham  . . 

14 

Lessingham  . .  4 

Sutton 

10 

Worstead 

12 

( b )  Temporary  Housing. 

Number  of  occupied  properties 

on  the  Ludham  Air- 

field  Estate  at  31/12/53  . . 

. . 
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(c)  Requisitioned  Properties. 

Number  of  properties  under  requisition  at  31/12/53  1 

Number  of  properties  occupied  at  31/12/53  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  properties  requisitioned  during  1953  . .  Nil. 

Number  of  properties  released  from  requisition 

during  1953  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  during  1953  a  record  number  of  106 
permanent  Council  dwellings  were  built  and  occupied.  Four  of 
these  were  bungalows  at  Sea  Palling,  planned,  built  and  occupied 
in  just  over  three  months  to  re-house  families  of  the  village 
rendered  homeless  by  the  flood.  The  building  firm  of  Messrs. 
Too  ley  &  Youngs,  Stalham,  co-operated  whole-heartedly  in  this 
effort  as  they  did  in  the  quick  completion  of  eight  houses  in  this 
village  under  construction  at  the  time  of  the  flood  and  eventually 
used  mainly  for  re-housing  families  rendered  homeless. 
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Four  other  bungalows  being  constructed  by  private  enter¬ 
prise  in  Sea  Palling  were  also  purchased  to  cope  with  the  heavy 
demand  created  by  the  Flood. 


The  North  Walsham  Urban  District  Council  placed  two 
bungalows  at  the  disposal  of  the  Smallburgh  Rural  District 
Council  for  the  re-housing  of  flood  victims,  an  offer  gladly  and 
gratefully  accepted,  which  was  reciprocated  later  by  the  re-housing 
of  two  North  Walsham  families  in  the  Rural  District. 


The  loss  of  32  houses  in  the  flood,  many  of  these  permanently 
occupied,  was  overcome  in  the  above  manner  and  by  private 
re-housing  and  occupation  of  other  Council  houses  where  casual 
vacancies  providentially  occurred. 

During  the  year  every  effort  was  made  to  reduce  the  number 
of  families  occupying  huts  on  the  Ludham  Airfield,  and  it  is  hoped 
by  the  end  of  1954  that  all  huts  on  the  Airfield  will  have  been 
cleared. 


Only  one  requisitioned  property  remained  under  the  control 
of  the  Council  at  31st  December,  1953,  and  at  that  time  negotia¬ 
tions  were  in  progress  for  its  purchase  by  the  Council  in  order  that 
the  very  large  family  occupying  the  house  could  remain  in  posses¬ 
sion. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

There  are  161  farms  in  the  district  where  milk  is  produced  for 
wholesale  or  retail  sale,  and  in  respect  of  82  of  these  premises 
Tuberculin  Tested  Licences  are  held.  In  addition  there  are  17 
retail  purveyors  of  milk  of  whom  3  operate  from  the  surrounding 
areas.  7  of  the  retail  purveyors  with  premises  in  the  district  are 
licensed  as  dealers  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested  and 
3  as  dealers  to  use  the  designation  Pasteurised  in  respect  of  the 
milk  they  sell.  Of  the  dealers  bringing  milk  into  the  district  for 
sale,  2  hold  supplementary  licences  as  dealers  for  the  sale  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  1  holds  a  supplementary  licence  for 
the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk.  During  the  year  3  complaints  were 
received  concerning  the  keeping  quality  of  milk,  and  after  investi¬ 
gation  it  was  considered  in  all  cases  that  home  conditions  were  to 
blame. 
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Milk  Sampling. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the  Norfolk  County 
Council,  who  forward  reports  through  to  this  authority  when  action 
is  required  in  respect  of  any  infected  milk.  In  addition  to  milk 
infected  with  the  tubercle  bacillus,  reports  are  received  periodically 
of  milk  infected  with  Brucella  Abortus,  and  orders  requiring  heat 
treatment  of  all  such  milk  are  then  issued  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  Further  sampling  is  then  carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  determine  which  particular 
animal  is  involved,  and  the  orders  are  narrowed  down  from  the 
results  obtained.  These  orders  remain  in  force  throughout  the 
life  of  the  animal  concerned,  being  the  standard  practice  through¬ 
out  the  country. 

Milk  is  a  very  valuable  food,  but  it  is  essential  that  it  is  safe 
for  drinking.  All  milk  w'hich  is  not  pasteurised  should  be  boiled 
before  consumption,  particularly  when  given  to  children. 

Food  Premises. 

Regular  and  frequent  visits  to  the  food  premises  in  the 
district  were  made  during  the  year,  and  as  a  result  many  minor 
improvements  of  a  structural  nature  carried  out.  At  every 
opportunity  in  visiting  food  premises  the  management  and 

personnel  were  impressed  with  the  necessity  for  cleanliness  and 
personal  hygiene. 

61  premises  are  on  the  register  kept  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  majority  being  in  respect  of 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  Only  one  premises 
is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

Food  premises  in  the  district  may  be  broadly  classified  as 
follows  : — 

Butchers’  shops  . .  13 

Grocers  and 

General  stores  83 

Licensed  premises  50 

At  the  31st  December,  1953,  there  were  no  slaughterhouses 
in  general  use  within  the  district,  but  there  were  18  slaughtermen 
who  had  retained  their  licences. 

There  is  little  increase  in  the  amount  of  food  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption  at  food  premises  during  the  year  and  great 
co-operation  was  experienced  from  the  management  in  reporting 
any  goods  of  doubtful  quality.  All  unsound  food,  being  in  small 
quantities,  was  buried  at  depths  on  one  or  other  of  the  Council’s 
refuse  tips. 


Fish  shops  . .  8 

Cafes  and 

Restaurants  31 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  food  found  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  : — 


Apricots 

Tins 

12 

Lobsters 

Tins 

8 

Asparagus 

1 

Luncheon  Meat 

78 

Bananas 

,, 

4 

Margarine 

Lbs. 

6 

Beans 

29 

Marmalade 

Tin 

1 

Beef  Loaf 

6 

Milk  (sweetened) 

Tins 

28 

Biscuits 

,, 

11 

Milk  (unsweetened)  .  . 

91 

Brawn 

,, 

3 

Orange  segments 

20 

Broths 

,  , 

5 

Ox  tongue 

2 

Butter 

Lbs. 

8 

Peas 

54 

Carrots 

Tins 

4 

Peaches 

1 

Celery  Hearts 

4 

Pears 

6 

Cereals 

Pkts. 

15 

Pilchards 

70 

Cheese 

Lbs. 

11 

Pineapple 

2 

Cherries 

Tins 

39 

Plums  . . 

88 

Chickens  (whole) 

.  . 

1 

Pork 

2 

Cooking  Fat 

Lbs. 

8 

Pork  Butts 

1 

Corned  Beef  . . 

Tins 

2 

Prunes 

3 

Cream 

,, 

6 

Raspberries  . . 

4 

Coconut  (dessicated) .  . 

Lbs. 

5 

Sardines 

1 

Dates 

Pkts. 

3 

Sausages 

Lbs. 

21 

Figs . 

Lbs. 

7 

Sausages 

Tins 

4 

Flour 

Lbs. 

36 

Soups  (various) 

,  , 

26 

Fruits  . . 

Tin 

1 

Split  peas 

Lbs. 

6 

Grapefruit 

Tins 

26 

Stewed  Steak 

Tins 

48 

Grapes 

,, 

28 

Stews 

,, 

2 

Greengages 

,, 

1 

Steak  and  Kidney 

Ground  Almonds 

Lbs. 

m 

Pudding 

yt 

3 

Ham 

Tin 

1 

Strawberries 

2 

Herrings 

Tins 

9 

Sugar 

Lbs. 

47 

Jams  (various) 

,, 

5 

Veal . 

Tin 

1 

Lentils 

Lbs. 

12 

Fresh  Meat,  etc. 

Imported  Beef 

Lbs. 

284 

Pigs  Fry 

Lbs. 

5 

Home  killed  .  . 

,, 

40 

Ducklings 

34 

Pork  .  . 

„ 

113 

Tongues 

,, 

11* 

SECTION  F. 

PREVENTION  OF  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifications  (Corrected).  No 


Scarlet  Fever 

27 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

84 

Paralytic 

- 

Non-paralytic 

1 

Measles 

53 

Diphtheria 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia 

28 

Dysentery 

- 

Smallpox 

— 

Chickenpox 

2 

No. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

Acute  encephalitis — 

Infectious  . .  - 

Post-infectious  . .  - 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  - 


Paratyphoid  Fever  . .  - 

Erysipelas  . .  . .  3 

Meningococcal  infection 
Food  Poisoning  . .  3 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  2 

Infective  Hepatitis  . .  10 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION, 
(for  whole  of  No.  1  Area) 


Age  at  31/12/53 
(i.e.,  born  in  year) 

Under  1  yr. 
1953 

1  yr. 
1952 

2  yrs. 
1951 

3  yrs. 
1950 

4  vrs. 

1949 

5-9  yrs. 

1944-48 

10-14  yrs. 
1939-43 

No.  Immunised — 

(a)  Primary  . . 

212 

264 

36 

30 

33 

360 

42 

(b)  Reinforcement 

— 

— 

1 

2 

56 

1,061 

331 

Total — 
(«) 

(b) 


Children  under  5  years  . .  575 

Children  under  15  years  . .  977 


All  ages 


1,451 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  are  the  Mortality  Rates  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Mortality  Rate  Nil  per  1,000  pop. 
Non-pulmonary  ,,  ,,  „  0.055  „ 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  during  1953. 


Ages 

Pulmi 

mary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  ales 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

0-  1  year 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1-  5  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5-10  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10-15  „  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

15-20  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25-35  ,, 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35~“ 4d  ,,  .  •  . .  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45-65  ,, 

— 

2 

— 

— - 

65  years  and  over 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

1 

4 

3 

3 

23 


Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Register 
at  31st  December,  1952,  and  December,  1953. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pnlmonary 

Total 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

31st  December,  1953 

32 

29 

17 

15 

49 

44 

31st  December,  1952 

30 

26 

15 

17 

45 

43 

Comparative  Figures  for  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 
PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notifications. 


Ages 

1953 

1952 

1951 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

0-  1  year 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1-  5  years  . . 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  „  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-15  . . 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15-20  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

20-25  . . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

25-35  „  ..  .. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

35-45  . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

45-65  „  ..  .. 

- 

2 

1 

— 

- 

1 

Over  65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

4 

1 

3 

4 

2 
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NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notifications. 


Ages 

1953 

1952 

1951 

Males 

Fern. 

M  ales 

Fem. 

M  ales 

Fem. 

0-  1  year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-  5  years  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5-10  „  ..  .. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-15  „  ..  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  „  ..  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  „  . .  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

25-35  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3o— 45  ,,  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-65  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Over  65  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

3 

3 

- 

- 

2 

2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  27  cases  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  year.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  scarlet  fever  is  now  not  one  of  the 
most  serious  infectious  diseases. 


Diphtheria. 

There  has  again  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  district, 
which  is  most  satisfactory.  It  is  essential  to  continue  the 
immunisation  of  all  children,  as  if  a  substantial  proportion  of 
children  are  left  unprotected  there  is  a  danger  of  the  return  of 
diphtheria  outbreaks. 


Measles. 

There  were  53  cases  during  the  year,  compared  with  a  total 
of  317  during  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths  during 
the  year  from  this  cause. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

During  the  year  there  were  84  cases  of  whooping  cough,  as 
compared  with  211  during  the  previous  year.  Immunisation 
against  whooping  cough  is  now  carried  out  by  general  practi¬ 
tioners,  by  means  of  a  vaccine  which  is  frequently  combined  with 
that  used  as  a  protection  against  diphtheria.  Immunisation 
should  be  carried  out  in  the  early  months  of  life,  as  the  complica¬ 
tions  of  the  disease,  particularly  those  which  involve  the  lungs,  are 
most  dangerous  during  the  first  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
whooping  cough  during  the  year. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Three  isolated  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported.  It  was 
not  possible  to  determine  the  cause. 


Poliomyelitis. 

There  was  1  non-paralytic  case  during  the  year.  This  disease 
is  now  thought  to  spread  through  the  community  in  what  is  known 
as  the  “  Narrow  Stream  of  Infection,”  although  the  majority  of 
people  affected  show  no  signs  of  paralysis  or  indeed  of  recognisable 
disease  ;  nevertheless,  isolation  of  contacts  as  far  as  is  practicable 
should  be  practiced  to  a  greater  degree  than  has  been  usual  in  the 
past,  and  special  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  personal  hygiene, 
particularly  the  washing  of  hands  after  use  of  the  toilet  and  before 
handling  food. 


Tuberculosis. 

There  were  5  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  6  cases  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year.  There  was 
one  death  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  giving  a  death  rate 
of  .055  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  is  usually  caused  by  drinking  milk  which  is  infected  with 
the  tubercle  bacillus  and  measures  to  render  milk  safe  for  drinking 
are  essential. 


No.  of  cases  on  register  83.  (Increase  of  5). 


Infective  Hepatitis. 

There  were  10  cases  during  the  year.  This  condition,  formerly 
known  as  catarrhal  jaundice  is  a  common  and  not  usually  serious 
disease,  which  is  notifiable  in  East  Anglia,  where  a  special  study 
of  the  disease  is  being  made. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  ANI)  1948. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1 . — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M/c. 

Number 

Number  of 

Mlc. 

Premises 

line 

No. 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

line 

No. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

72 

59 

2 

i 

(»'»)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

20 

29 

_ 

2 

(in)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) . 

3 

13 

15 

3 

Total 

105 

103 

2 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found — 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "  cases  "). 


M/c. 

line 

No. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Mlc. 

line 

No. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

prose¬ 

cutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

7 

i 

1 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  . 

8 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive  . 

10 

i 

i 

1 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes . 

11 

11 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 

12 

12 

Total  . . 

60 

2 

i 

— 

2 

— 

60 
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